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TheBeautifulHippotragini



Hippotragus: Horse-likeantelopes

Roanantelope: Hippotragus equinus Sable antelope: Hippotragus niger



Traditionaltaxonomyof sable subspecies

ÅSouthern or blacksable H. n. niger
describedfrom RSA, Harris1838

ÅZambianorYƛǊƪΩǎsable H. n. kirkii
describedfrom Southern Zambia, Gray 
1872

ÅEasternorwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎsable H. n. 
rooseveltidescribedfrom Kenya, Heller
1910

ÅGiantsable H. n. variani described
from Angola, Thomas 1916

Å!ƴǎŜƭƭΩǎsable, H. n. ansellidescribed
from easternZambia, Groves1983



OngoingGeneticStudies

ÅOver400 samples 
from 64 origins

ÅMitogenomic
studyidentified
3 mainlineages, 
9 haplogroupsin 
6 regions

ÅnDNApointsto   
5 well defined
meta-populations

ÅGiantsable 
clearlydivergent


